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Saboteurs Harass
KNorth’s Panlundle
By WAYNE THORIS

Klami Hersld-Chicago Trituna Wire

SAIGON -~ Hahol infre-
quent.ly broadcasts mention
“works of sabotowrs” in

North anum s panhandle,
Saigon's vernacular press
occasionally reports odd lit-
fle aircraft accidents with
nonmilitary. planes in moun-
regions of Lzos,
northwestern South Vietnam,

- and sometimes in northeast-

¢rn Thailand.

These are mere peeks by
the general public at a tre-
mendous. submerged  iceberg
of clandestine  operations
continuously "and now in-
carried out

north. ) .

These actions probably
never will be disclosed in full
detail, but it can be said re-

sponsibly that today {hey
consfitute an  important
phase of -this Southeast Asia
- battle,

Itisa sxlcnt war. It s car-

ried out by Special Forces
end by mercenaries. It is a
hit-and-run war in  which
. units are =airlifted . or sea-
borne deep into North Viet-
- nam for demolition missions,
for seizure of prisoners, for
probing forays, and — it now
is understood -~ for accumus
lation of information on
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American prisoner of war
camp locations. f

THIS TYPE of action has
been taking place in the
North Vietnamese panhandle
from the Demilitarized Zone
to well north of Vinh during
the last GO days.

An increasing - number of
such raids has come from the
seacoasts and from helicop-
fer air-bridge links in Laos
and Thailand to points where
damage can be done or infor-
mation obiained from the
North Vietuamcse, it was
Iearned from reliable sourees.

Commiunist broadcasts
from Hauoi in the past have
used “saboteur” in an idco-
logical sense. Now they are
referring to actual dynamit-
ings. These raiders specialize
in targets that are too diffi-
cult for bombers to identify

. from the air or are too well

hidden to he spotted by acri-
al photography. ‘They also
carry oul a traffic in agents
not otherwise possible under
present conditions.

BEFORTS FILTER T'\'G

- of the war for a number of
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THE MYSTERIQUS, CIA-
financed Ab* America civil
flying flect scems to operate
onna supernational basis
across Cambodian, Thai, Lao-
tian and South Vietnamese
borders. 1t has had a part in
some of this work. However,
much of the work is being
done by military detach-
ments temporarily posted to
the Special Forces.

The military establishment
here generally attempts to
suppress mention of this side

reasons, with security
against cnemy knowicdge
being the Jeast important.
The North’ Victnanmse are
fully aware of the nature of

the ClA-directed and CIA-fi. /
nanced special operations.

It is known that after each
such raid all civilians and
military  personnel in  the
north who have had contact
with the raiders are subject-
ed to rigorous and lengthy
questioning by (ommumst
secret police and pohucal
commissars.

STATINTL
|

from the Centrat ]r)l(.lllg,l.n(‘e\/

Agency and associated mili-
tary establishments indicate
that such raids may vary
from 20 to several hundred
men, They may stay in North
Vietnam from a few mmulcs
{0 24 hours.

Mercenarics enlisted  for
such secret actions include
Furopeans, Chinese, Malays,
Japanese and Americans, The
operations are carefully plan
ned and surrounded by the
tight security.

The CIA now believes that
the large-scale American at-
tempt 1o {ree prisoners from
& camp ncar Hanoi a year

ago failed because of a secu-

rity leak, which resulted in a
prisoner shift,

The raiders are heavily
armed. Not onc operation has
failed. And none of the raid-
ers has been trapped, accord-
ing to informed sources,

" Casualties among these
special forces have been low.

" Pay scales and morale are

said to be quite high.
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